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growing and spreading over India—'You cannot go on governing in
the same spirit; you have got to deal with the Congress party and
Congress principles, whatever you may think of them. Be sure that
before long the Muslims will throw in their lot with the Congressmen
against you,' and so forth." The Moderates pi&ned their hopes on
Lord Morley, the author of Compromise. Whilst the Government of
India were following a policy of ruthless repression against the
Extremists, they were evolving a strategy to rally the Moderates,
the Muslims, the landlords and the princes to their side. On Novem-
ber 2, 1908, the fiftieth anniversary of Queen Victoria's Proclama-
tion, King Edward VII sent a message to the princes and people of
India foreshadowing political reforms. On December 17 LordMorley
placed reforms proposals before Parliament. The Indian National
Congress which met at Madras, shorn of its left wing, gave a hearty
welcome to the Morley-Minto scheme. It became the Indian Councils
Act, 1909, on May 15, and was put into force on November 15. Much
water flowed down the bridges during 1908—9. The reforms were
severely criticized even by the Moderates. This Pandora's box had
a history behind it.
A Muslim deputation headed by the Aga Khan presented to Lord
Minto an address on October i, 1906. It was a long document, and
it made two important demands on behalf of the Muslim community.
First, that ccthe position accorded to the Muslim community in any
kind of representation, direct or indirect, and in all other ways affect-
ing their status and influence, should be commensurate not merely
with their numerical strength, but also with the practical importance
and the value of the contributions which they make to the defence
of the empire" and with due regard to "the position they occupied
in India a little more than a hundred years ago". Secondly, in the
proposed reforms they should be given the right of sending their own
representatives themselves through separate communal electorates.
It was an open secret that the deputation was a "command perfor-
mance", as Maulana Mahomed Ali later called it. Lord Minto in his
reply accepted the position taken up by the deputation. He said, "I
am as firmly convinced as I believe you to be, that any electoral
representation in India would be doomed to mischievous failure
which aimed at granting a personal enfranchisement regardless of the
beliefs and traditions of the communities composing the population
of this continent.*'

